RELATIONS   WITH   THE   MARATHAS          171

In July 1736, the Emperor was advised by the^Amiru'l-
Umara to send Yadgar Khan Kashmiri, a man versed in
diplomacy, to Dholpur to negotiate terms of peace with
Baji Rao through Raja Jai Singh who had repeatedly sug-
gested to the Emperor that the only way to save the Empire
was to come to an understanding with the Peshwa.1 But the
condescension on the part of the Emperor did not produce
the desired result. On the contrary, the Marathas, considered
it to be due to the helplessness of the Imperialists. Baji Rao's
pretensions and demands went much beyond any he had pre-
viously advanced. Apart from the control of the administration
of the province of Malwa, Baji Rao demanded cession of the
sacred cities of Allahabad, Gaya and Mathura in Jagir in
order to be able to pose as a champion of Hindusim. He also
asked for the cession of the forts of Mandu, Dhar and Raisin
which were occupied by Ruhela generals, and claimed the
cash payment of fifty lakhs of rupees or an assignment of equal
amount in Bengal and a hereditary grant of Sardeshpandya
of the six Subahs of the Deccan.2 The Emperor and the
Amiru'l-Umara were willing to accept the last condition.
They thought this arrangement would keep Baji Rao cons-
tantly occupied with Nizamul-Mulk and thus neutralise
their strength. As the other conditions of Baji Rao were not
acceptable to the Emperor, the negotiations fell through.
When Nizamu'1-Mulk heard about the proposed arrangement
he resented it as a direct blow to his authority in the Deccan.
He apprehended that the grant of Sardeshpandya of the six
Subahs of the Deccan to Peshwa Baji Rao might in future
result in his asking the Emperor to bestow on him the Vice-
royalty of the Deccan also. The other terms acceptable to
Yadgar Khan Kashmiri, on behalf of the Emperor, were as-
follows:

(1)  An assignment of 13 lakhs of rupees on the revenue of
the districts south of the river Chambal.

(2)  Right of levying a tribute of ten lakhs and sixty thou-
sand rupees from the Rajput States of Bundi and Kota

*flrid.9 p. 473.

2 Sardeskpandyd signifies five per cent of the revenues of a district over and
above the tributes of Chauth and Sardeshmukhi; Grant Duff, vol. I, p. 438.